2 MINUTES WITH .....

ANDY FENTON

| [Ed.] normally write a small introductory piece for
each of these "2 Minutes with ....." segments. That's
based on what | know of the person concerned. In this
instance my knowledge of Andy Fenton is mostly
confined to his heading up Micrographics in conjunction
with his wife Audrey and, in that role, he has been very
supportive of and generous towards the Tawa Historical
Society.

Andy has also been instrumental in organising a street BBQ in his neck of the
woods in conjunction with Neighbours’ Day each year, one to which | have been
invited on more than one occasion.

That's enough from me. Andy provides plenty of information about himself in
the following interview!

Where were you born?
Manly Beach, Sydney, Australia

Where did you grow up?

Before you call me an Aussie, | moved around a lot before the age of 12. Not
many realise (because | omit to tell them) that | was born in Sydney but ran
away from there as a 7-month old ... | spent time in Glasgow, Gosport
(England), Ipswich (where my family hailed from), and Portsmouth before
emigrating to Auckland - the best thing my parents ever did for me and my
older sister.

Where were you educated?

About seven schools in Scotland & England as a nipper.

After a few awkward transitional months at Papatoetoe Intermediate | was
embraced by some brilliant teachers and quality friends at Papatoetoe High
School ... five of us keep in touch to this day and get together a few times per
year (including just this week in Auckland ).

| attended Auckland University as a Naval Officer (yes, in uniform!), and
majored in Computer Science.

How long have you lived in Tawa?

We established our business here in early 1990 in Oxford St opposite Mexted’s
and the Salvation Army Shop ... given the hours we put in you might say we
lived here from then.

We officially moved here to our St Annes Square house on 8 Feb 1996 — never
looked back — except over the fence to our BEAUTIFUL BUSH backdrop = .

What do you like about Tawa?

He tangata! Its village-like atmosphere and strong sense of community. There's
a sense of whanaungatanga [close connection between people; kinship] | really
enjoy; it's evident people go out of their way to care for others — especially the
kids and older generations (who lead by example), the schools are a big part of
our community. As a parent that is a pleasure to behold, and an honour you
innately want to reciprocate.

The environs. Ara Tawa pathway is a gift | love to run or cycle on, even
moreso are the bush walks and native tree plantings — | often take to social
media to thank #Fo TBR (Friends of Tawa Bush Reserves) for whom | deeply
respect and appreciate their mahi. The fact they “join up” to Porirua's fabulous
MTB tracks and trails plus the Titahi Bay Peninsula and Pauatahanui Inlet is
just a treat and makes me feel good about my ratepayer $s.

Our Community Groups. | love the work the other Community Groups do for
‘us’, with personal faves being the Tawa Historical Society, U3A, Tawa
Community Patrol, Rotary and Lions ... but | feel bad singling out just a few,
check out this list: Tawalink - Clubs & Groups — 140+ is excellent for a suburb
of our size ‘= [Please note this list has now been ‘archived’. Parts of it are not
up-to-date — Ed].

| LOVE what our Community Library brings to Tawa.

What would you like to see improved in Tawa?

1. A multi-code all-weather turf like we see at Ascot Park, Porirua and
Johnsonville for sports for all ages

2. One or two trading banks to return

3. A quality / interesting wine bar to complement a nice selection of
hostelries on the Main Road

What about family?

| married Audrey in 1988 in Auckland and we both work together in Grenada
North, she is active in our community too.

We are blessed with two amazing kids Michael (23) and Kate (19) who each
went to Tawa Montessori, Redwood School, Tawa Intermediate, Tawa College
... I'm stoked for them both: Michael completed Uni last year and has a great
job in a Govt Dept (LINZ). Kate has commenced a hairdressing apprenticeship
at a fantastic salon in the city (Black Pearl & Co — above Leuwen Bar on
Featherston St) where the staff treat her like part of the whanau and ensure she
gets the best on-job training possible.

My mother-in-law Nan also lives in Tawa, and my sister-in-law Jill and her
whanau live in Whitby.

Sadly my mum died in Longview Home earlier this year after two years there. If
you want a personal referee for what Longview can offer you or your loved one,
please reach out — | cannot speak highly enough of the staff and standard of
care there.

My sister Sharon and her whanau live in Auckland.

Work experience over the years?

I've only had two jobs = .

| joined the Royal New Zealand Navy as a 17-year-old and did a full year’'s
initiation training (including a six-week Boot Camp). | was paid to attend
University and did courses and sea-time in the breaks. | went to sea for five
years as a Navigating / Watchkeeping Officer serving on Frigates, Patrol Craft,
a Survey Vessel, a Fleet Tanker and travelling far and wide through the Pacific,
Australia and SE Asia as far north as Korea, Hong Kong & Japan. It gave me
remarkable insights into how people can hold different perspectives. | realised
later what brilliant coordination, stress-management and multitasking skills it
helped me hone.

Being self-employed: after | left the Navy, we joined Audrey’s parents who came
from Perth, in moving to Wellington in 1990 to establish NZMS (NZMS turned
31 in June ®). NZMS — New Zealand Micrographic Services Ltd digitises
historical and cultural heritage collections for institutions large and small as well
as individuals — photos and negatives, books, journals, maps and audiovisual
material. Employs 30 to 40 people in three locations.

We formed a second company, Desktop Imaging in 1997. Desktop Imaging —
Business Process Automation digitises commercial records and documents as
well as offers Business Process Automation software and consultancy.
Employs 40 to 50 people in two locations.

Last year in the midst of the lockdown we completed the spin-out of Recollect

from NZMS. Collection Management and Community Engagement Software —
Recollect (recollectcms.com) I'm very proud of what we've developed here in
our valley and it allows users to interact with collections online the way you

might with Facebook and Wikipedia ... It offers Galleries, Libraries, Archives

and Museums, clubs and societies the ability to engage with their stakeholders
beyond their four walls and for users to tag, save, share and upload their own
content as well. It is currently being used in New Zealand, Australia, USA,
Singapore, UK and we have significant growth plans. Recollect Ltd employs
about 15 people.

I've been told our group is one of the larger employers in our valley (we
currently have 90 staff).

What are your interests and hobbies?

Personal hobbies include running, cycling, crosswords, coffee, not always at
the same time but sometimes — | am an avid multi-tasker . Also wine and
reading (early Aotearoa settler history in particular).

Getting out in native bush.

I'm active and enjoy Instagram, Twitter, and LinkediIn.

| get a real buzz from helping others in little ways and am particularly interested
in sharing about digitisation and the web, the Cultural Heritage sector,
Community Engagement, social media, leadership, governance.

Favourite sports team and/or sports person?

All Blacks, Hurricanes, Phoenix, Ipswich Town Football Club (who? you say...
ask Ed Sheeran, | say @ ) [also ask Murray Lucas, Tawa College principal -
Ed.], and each and every one of the teams my kids are in.

I'm a classic kiwi bloke and love highlights and the newsclips of most sports.

Favourite musical group and/or individual singer(s)?

| like a variety of music although notably not jazz or country and western.
Probably easier to note the radio stations | covet which will give a sense of the
genres | do enjoy; there's only three that | cycle through to avoid adverts or
boring content: National Radio, The Rock, Hauraki.

What is your favourite holiday destination in New Zealand?

Anywhere with beach and bushwalks and access to a (super)market — | am
more glamper than camper ... I'm easily pleased, simply requiring access to
exercise, crosswords, coffee and once the sun is descending towards the lower
yardarm: beer, barbecue and wine with associated nibbles and treats = .

| would gravitate to places like Coromandel or the Far North — there's
something quintessentially kiwi-divine about a Pohutukawa over golden sand
and waves good enough to body-surf in.

What accomplishments/achievements in your life give you much
satisfaction/pride?

The first one is easy; with phenomenal support from Audrey, whanau, and many
Tawa locals and schools: my magnificent children Michael and Kate.

The second is my/our three businesses: most particularly because of the many
families and individuals who work with us or have worked with us and keep in
touch ... Also, the fact they do really helpful things for a wealth of amazing
organisations and institutions — for example we were trusted to digitise Te Tiriti,
The Treaty of Waitangi for the He Tohu (natlib.govt.nz) exhibition.

And it's the little things that often make me feel proud or satisfied — | love

helping others who give to society more than their fair share, | also love doing
my best to maintain friendships and | like giving back, whether it's coaching my
kids' football teams when they were young, or offering leadership, governance
and mentoring in my working life.

What are some interesting things about you that local people may not know?

| once had to call the fire brigade to free a possum who was trapped by the tail
in one of our skylights in the lounge (it's a rather funny read).

Not long after my 50th birthday | took the wrong kid's scooter home on a balmy,
barmy summer's night, learned how to become a human torpedo, degloved my
chin (be careful googling that), and very nearly broke my neck on my
neighbour’s front yard.

| formed FFotM (First Friday of the Month) a few years back; a very modest
"Dads-of- Tawa-kids-who-have-growed-up” who meet at a Tawa local between 5
& 6pm (with licence to extend) on the 1st Friday of each month: no agenda, no
notes, lots of stories.

What are three things you would like to do before you die?

I'd like to be the best possible grandparent | can be (no pressure and no rush,
kids).

I'd like to own a campervan and take it around Aotearoa so | can walk or cycle
all of New Zealand’s Great Walks.

Grow our Recollect Community Engagement Platform to a globally recognised
brand (it's currently in five countries and we are looking for investment to
expand further).

(Compiled August 2021)



