COMMUNITY NEWS

October 2017

This community newsletter is sent out monthly on behalf of tawalink.com, Tawa’s community website since 2002.
Other sources of online community information in Tawa:
www.neighbourly.co.nz • www.facebook.com/VibrantTawa • www.facebook.com/tawacommunityboard

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW DEPUTY MAYOR
You’re probably aware that Northern Ward Councillor Jill Day is Wellington’s
new Deputy Mayor. And she lives in Tawa. Well done, Jill!
Jill was elected to Council in October 2016 and replaces outgoing Deputy
Mayor Paul Eagle who recently won a parliamentary seat.
Married to Stuart, they have three children, one at Tawa Intermediate and
two at Hampton Hill School. Jill was the subject of a “2 Minutes with .....”
interview in this newsletter just on 12 months ago.
Read that interview at www.tawalink.com/2mins/jill_day.pdf
Also see https://wellington.govt.nz/your-council/mayor-and-councillors/councillors/jill-day

SPRING INTO TAWA
Spring into Tawa will take place on Saturday 28 October. This is our annual
festival featuring community stalls, entertainment, crafts, food trucks,
stalls and demonstrations.

NEW TAWA BOOK TO BE RELEASED
“Tawa the Tree, the Community and its Reserves” is to be launched at 6pm
on Monday 9 October 2017 in the Mervyn Kemp Library.
Author Gil Roper is a member of the Tawa Historical Society, and Friends
of Tawa Bush Reserves. The book launch will be sponsored by both these
groups. See the Stuff article at https://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/
news/wellington/97278240/botanists-book-about-tawatawa-a-labour-oflove-half-a-century-in-the-making
NOTE: Email ken.woodgate@xtra.co.nz to order the book for $30 – up until

the launch date of 9 October. After that date the book will be available at
the Mervyn Kemp Library in Tawa for $35.

TAWA ROTARY BOOK FAIR
This is a big event on the Tawa calendar. The book
fair will be open from 8am to 6pm on the two
Saturdays and 9am to 6pm on the two Sundays,
the venue being the Tawa New World Mall north
corridor.

NEW SURREY ST ROUNDABOUT
Work has now started on the construction of a roundabout at the intersection of Main Road, Tawa
and Surrey Street.
Here’s the wording in the letter Council distributed to locals advising that work would soon commence:
“Starting within two weeks, we will begin construction on a roundabout at the intersection of Main
Road, Tawa and Surrey Street. The roundabout is an extension of the proposed Tawa Town Centre
improvements and forms a gateway treatment to the area. It will slow traffic on entry to the shopping
centre and improve safety for motorists and pedestrians using this busy intersection.
There will also be some modifications made to the roundabout at the intersection of Surrey Street
and Oxford Street to improve accessibility for larger vehicles serving the local commercial centre and
to free up more kerbside parking in the area.
The work will start with changes to the kerb
lines and the installation of new drainage.
This will be followed by the construction
of the roundabout and median islands. In
the final stage new road markings will be
painted.
We expect work to take about eight weeks,
weather permitting, and to be complete
by the end of November / early December
2017.”

TAWA LIBRARY FESTIVAL
The Tawa Library Festival will run from Monday 9th October to Saturday 14th October 2017. Library
specialists and special guests will be running events/workshops/talks at the library throughout the
week. You are most welcome to attend any of the sessions, if not all of them!
Monday:
		
		

10.30-11.00am
3.00-4.00pm		
6.00-7.30pm		

Preschool Storytime
Connecting the Past
Book Launch

Tuesday:
		

10.00-11.00am
2.00-4.00pm		

Multi-cultural Collection
Meccano time

Wednesday: 10.30-11.30am
		
2.00-3.00pm		

Comics, comics, comics
Child Author

Thursday:
		
		

10.30-11.30am
			
6.00-7.00pm		

Fiction Libby and
Borrow Box
Knit @ 6

Friday:
		

9.30-10.00am
2.00-3.00pm		

Baby Rock & Rhyme
Illustration Workshop

Saturday:
10.30-11.30am
			
		

Arohata Women’s Prison
Book Club

SENIORS’ WEEK ACTIVITIES
Wednesday 11 October to Sunday 22 October 2017.
Seniors’ Week is held in October every year and involves events for senior citizens and the elderly.
Te Wiki Kaumatua Seniors’ Week is a week of community events and activities planned with older
residents in mind.
In Tawa there are two activities that might appeal to ladies:
• Exercise class at the Rugby Gym, Lyndhurst Road, 10am-11am Thursday mornings (followed by
morning tea at New World). An hour of gentle exercise to tone and loosen those stiff joints. A variety
of activities suitable for senior ladies – $5 per session.
• Scrapbooking (affiliated to U3A Tawa) in the Boardroom at the Tawa Community Centre, 9.30am12.30pm Friday mornings. Sort out your old photos and memorabilia and make a scrapbook. We
help each other and create ideas to help with the project – $2.50 per session.
Bring a friend if you would like to. Meet some like-minded folk. You will feel so much better having
joined in. Come along on Thursday 19th for the Exercise and/or Friday 20th for the Scrapbooking –
to see if you would like to join us.

SECOND CHANCES -- PRELOVED CLOTHING SALE!
The House of Grace is a home for pregnant teens and young mums. As a non-profit and non-government
funded organisation, we rely on the support from people who share our heart to see young lives
changed. We are running a fundraiser
to help cover the everyday costs of our
Wellington home and we need your help
to make it a success!
That sweater you never wear ... whether it’s
a shirt, jeans or a dress you haven’t worn in
a while. We need donations of good quality
women’s and children’s clothing. Accepting
all sizes, all seasons and accessories. Drop
off your donations to Harcourts Tawa or our
office at 19 Wall Place, Kenepuru.
See our event page for more details: www.
facebook.com/secondchanceswgtn

2017 TAWA COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARADE
This year’s Tawa Christmas Parade is scheduled for 2pm on Saturday 2 December. The
Christmas Parade has been an annual event in Tawa for over 20 years. Its ongoing
success always depends on the participation of the many Tawa organisations who
continue to support it. Tawa Lions will continue to
organise the event but we need YOU to participate with us.
If your club, group or organisation wants more information or wishes
to commit to this year’s Tawa Christmas Parade, please contact
Bryan on 232 2959, email tawawlions@lionsclubs.org.nz or visit our
website http://www.lionsclubs.org.nz/Clubs/202M/Zone-6/Tawa for
more information.

	
  

BIKE PARK PROGRESS
As mentioned in the recent September supplement
to this newsletter, an unexpected opportunity has
come up for Council to refresh the Tawa Bike Park
(in Duncan St just south of Tawa Railway Station).
The current track was designed and built by a group
of locals back in 2008/09. It is a great asset to Tawa,
however it had become overgrown and in need of
a complete overhaul. That has now started and
should take around three weeks (weather dependent). The track will be closed during that time.

TAWA LIONS’ TIME CAPSULE
The Tawa Library contains amongst its bookstands a time capsule
which has attracted interest and curiosity over the years.
The capsule was
sponsored by the
Tawa Lions Club to
celebrate “Settlers
Day” on 17 November
1990. Archive photos
show the then Lions
President Trevor Lyall
presenting the capsule
to Trish Malloy of the
then Tawa Borough
Council.
While the capsule’s contents will remain secret until 17
November 2040, the Tawa Lions continue their work with community projects that include the annual
Tawa Lions Christmas Parade and the weekly market at Outlet City.

FOREST OF TANE EMAIL
The following unsolicited email was sent recently to Crs Gilberd, Day and Sparrow from Jonathan
Kennett. You may be aware he is one of Wellington’s well-respected Kennett Bros who “….. have
been heavily involved in mountain biking in New Zealand since 1984, and in publishing books about
cycling and cyclists.” See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kennett_Bros
The email reads:
Hello Peter, Jill and Malcolm
After seeing your photo in the paper celebrating the WCC purchase of the Forest of Tane I decided
to go for a walk there in the weekend (also partly because cattle have trashed the Skyline Track).
My partner and I rode from Ngaio to Tawa, and while having lunch I found a map of a proposed walk
around the forest online.
We then parked our bikes on Peterhouse Street and walked through the Redwood Bush Reserve and
up towards the main ridge, cutting along the top of the Forest of Tane (following bits of red insulation
tape).
It was delightfully exciting to be exploring somewhere new, and although the route was rough in
places, we could easily see the potential for this loop walk.
After reaching the edge of Spicer Forest, we found a ground trail that lead to a well benched track
and followed it down to Kiwi Cres and back to our bikes. The whole walk took 2 hours.
We would just like to say that this sort of
experience makes Wellington such a great
place to live and would like to acknowledge the
contribution you have made to the world’s most
liveable capital city.
Best regards
Jonathan and Bronnie
Kennett Brothers Ltd
3rd Floor, Economous House, 4 Bond Street
PO Box 11310, Wellington 6142
Phone/fax 04 499 6376 www.kennett.co.nz

The photos of this walk on Tawa’s back doorstep (on the western hills) were taken by the Ed.

2 MINUTES WITH ..... Kathryn Henshaw
Kath is the Junior Club Captain for Tawa Football, a voluntary role on which she
has stamped her mark in recent years. A cause currently dear to her heart is
the upgrade of playing fields at Grenada North Park, and that has led to recent
meetings with local councillors and Council officers with that goal in mind.
Her commitment to football in Tawa saw Kath acknowledged as a finalist in this
year’s Wellington Sportsperson of the Year awards.
Where were you born? Lower Hutt.
Where did you grow up?
In Heretaunga, Upper Hutt before my family made the move to Tawa.
Where were you educated?
At Silverstream Primary School, Fergusson Intermediate, Tawa Intermediate and Tawa College.
How long have you lived in Tawa?
For 38 years with a very short time outside the area while flatting. It wasn’t long before we purchased our
own home and decided that Tawa was the community we wanted to live in and eventually raise a family.
What about family?
My husband Chris works at the NZ Rescue Coordination Centre which covers both national and international
rescue missions. We have two sons Alex, 18 and Thomas, 14 who have both attended local primary schools
and the college.
Work experience over the years .....
My first job while still at school was hand delivering rates invoices into letterboxes for the old Tawa Borough
Council every three months. I think I earned about 15c per envelope!
After leaving school I studied accounting and worked in accounting firms before moving to the NZ Dairy
Board (now Fonterra), working in different divisions before accepting the role of Administration Manager
which I held for many years until leaving to start a family.
I then spent a further five years working from home (using dial-up internet) for the NZ Dairy Board – mainly
on a project around scientific testing documentation as well as carrying out internal audits.
I am currently the Junior Club Captain for Tawa Football, where I manage the running of the junior club
for up to 400 players (along with a very dedicated group of grade coordinators). It involves administrative
work, organising pre-season coaching/training, after-school and summer programmes, hosting end of
season prizegivings, plus a myriad of other tasks.
I am a representative on the junior football advisory group for the Wellington region and a member of the
Tawa senior football committee.
During the off season I help out the college with their junior Futsal (indoor football) teams which is growing
in popularity.
What are your interests and hobbies?
I enjoy cooking and discovering new recipes for the family to try – some more successful than others!
My husband is a keen geocacher and I spend time out walking and geocaching with him. Our favourite walk
is around Whiteria Park. I enjoy the puzzles for the mystery geocaches that we have issued – those are the
geocaches where you need to answer questions or solve puzzles before being able to verify the correct
coordinates.
..... contd

contd .....

Favourite sports team and/or sports person?
The Boston Bruins – I love ice hockey.
Within the A-League it would have to be the Wellington Phoenix and if I had to choose a team from
overseas to watch it would be FC Barcelona (although my younger son keeps telling me I should be following
Manchester City!)
My favourite sports person is Sir Peter Blake. He achieved so much, not only in the sport of yachting but
also his work to campaign for the protection and wellbeing of our environment.
Favourite musical group and/or individual singer?
I grew up listening to a variety of music from Neil Diamond to Bread, Tina Turner to Talking Heads and U2.
More recently one of my favourite bands is The Script and I’m enjoying Niall Horan’s solo work.
What is your favourite holiday destination in New Zealand?
I enjoy Tauranga and Akaroa but probably my favourite destination would be Taupo – we spent our last
family holiday there before my mother passed away and we were joined by extended family members
from around NZ so it has special memories for me.
What accomplishments/achievements in your life give you the most satisfaction/pride?
I loved working for the Dairy Board and met so many people with over 600 staff based in Pastoral House.
I can still walk down Lambton Quay today and bump into people I worked with 20 years ago. Implementing
new documented Quality Management Systems and gaining ISO 9001 certification was a highlight back
when it was largely unheard of in the 90s.
The most satisfying achievements however would be those I haven’t been paid for. From kindergarten and
schools, through to the local Tawa Football Club where I now volunteer full time.
The time and effort spent to get free football skill sessions in primary schools rates as a highlight – our
coaches have now worked with many 1000s of pupils, and this year saw us return to some schools for a
fifth year in a row.
Recent achievements – providing a new AED defibrillator in an external cabinet at our Redwood clubrooms
so it is available 24/7 to the community. I was also a finalist in the Volunteer of the Year category in the
2017 Wellington Sportsperson of the Year awards.
Ultimately the most satisfaction comes from the kids. Providing an opportunity so they can play a sport,
learn new skills, be part of a team and keep active. Watching them get out and play, even if it is muddy or
raining, and come off the field having had fun makes it worthwhile and is very satisfying.

Tawa Community Centre
A friendly place to pop in during the hours of 9am-1pm on weekdays, or hire a
room or hall for your community group / birthday party / meeting at reasonable rates.
Like us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/TawaAndLindenCommunityCentres or
email mandy.russell@wcc.govt.nz and put ‘Join’ as the subject to receive regular updates.

FINISHED MURAL FROM AFAR
Below are shots of the new mural on the western wall of the Tawa New World supermarket – as seen
from the western hills of Tawa, Spicer Forest-way, through a zoom lens.

Ngā mihi
Malcolm Sparrow
info@tawalink.com 027 232 2320
	
  

“It’s frustrating when you know all the answers, but nobody bothers to ask
you the questions.”
“During childbirth the pain is so great that a woman can almost imagine
what a man feels like when he has a fever.”
“Happiness isn’t about getting what you want all the time. It’s about loving
what you have and being grateful for it.”
This newsletter is emailed monthly to around 1250 Tawa households, businesses, schools, churches and clubs/groups (anyone
who has an interest in the community of Tawa).
Some articles in this newsletter have been sent through by members of the Tawa community and have been published ‘unedited’.
They may not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor.
If you no longer wish to receive the newsletter, please send us an email requesting that your name be deleted from our list.
See www.tawalink.com/newsletters.html for back issues of the newsletter.

