Good evening, Your Worship the Mayor and City Councillors.  I’m Malcolm Sparrow,  speaking as a member of the Tawa Community Board and on behalf of the Tawa community.  Both the Chair and the Deputy Chair of the Board are currently overseas.

Once again we appreciate the opportunity to present our case for retaining Tawa’s Community Board.  Thank you for listening to all that has been said over these past weeks, even for the challenging questions that have been directed our way, because it’s made us think through what the Community Board actually does and whether its continuation can in fact be justified.  We, those of us here, may not have all arrived at the same conclusion, but I need to thank Councillors who have already indicated their confidence in the ability of the Board to continue to work for Wellington’s northernmost outpost.

The biggest bugbear for many of us has been the issue of fairness.  When the debate first began over the future of the board, I  was far from certain that we could present a case as to the “fairness” of Tawa retaining a community board when other suburbs didn’t have boards.  But the more I have looked into it, the more I felt that the continued existence of the Board can in fact be justified.

Bear in mind that Tawa has never argued that it should have a Board at the expense of other suburbs. In fact the law states that any community can request its own community board, subject to certain criteria.  The fact that most communities in Wellington have not done so should not be used as a justification for taking Tawa’s away.

One can argue that all through New Zealand society there are what some might perceive as state-sanctioned inequities.  There’s a Cabinet Minister appointed to look after Auckland’s interests, and no corresponding cabinet minister for Wellington or Christchurch.  There’s a Ministry of Women’s Affairs and no corresponding Ministry of Men’s Affairs.  In each case there is a reason for these anomalies, just as there are reasons for the existence of Tawa’s Community Board, and these reasons have been outlined in previous weeks and in a whole host of written submissions.

The Tawa Community Board was very impressed and probably a little humbled by the number of submissions, around 550, that came in from Tawa residents supporting the Board and expressing the strength of the community’s feelings. Tawa people don’t see the issue as being about an “extra level of representation” or having their cake and eating it.  It’s all about preserving a community and a community spirit which ordinary Tawa people treasure highly, providing ….. 

[quote] “a listening ear which is so much more accessible because of the Community Board”  

[and] 

“We have lived in Tawa for 29 years and believe that its special community character has been, and should be, enhanced by the Community Board” 

[and two more quotes]

“Please keep the Board - it enables Tawa to retain its unique community identity and foster community spirit and cohesion” 

[and lastly, from a local MP]

“I am aware from my dealings with many Tawa community organisations of the link they feel to the Tawa Community Board as a whole, and particularly to its individual members.  They are local representatives who know the needs of the people in their community - this is an integral part of being a community.” 

It is stated in the Council’s own 10-year long-term plan that: “One of Council’s key responsibilities is to enable democratic local decision-making” (and the hope that) “Wellingtonians will become more actively involved in the future direction of their communities.”  Surely two sound reasons provided by the Council itself for the continuation of Tawa’s Community Board.

And just in case that hoary chestnut ‘equity’ is still an issue, let me quote again the Local Government Commission determination which came out on the first day of September 2006, article number 43:  “The argument that if one ward has a community board, then all wards should have a community board is not, in itself, a criteria for considering the constitution or abolition of community boards.”  Which is saying that it’s perfectly okay for Tawa to have a community board whether other suburbs do or don’t have their own. 

If Councillors are to be guided by the Commission’s direction, and the vote last Thursday indicates that you are (and thank you for that), then we believe that the right thing to do on the issue of the Tawa Community Board will be to vote again this evening to maintain the status quo.

On that basis we look forward to continuing to work with Councillors in the years to come.

